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A) Identification

Historic Name: Smith Park
Other Name(s): Oak Park, Town Park, City Park

Address: SE Midway Boulevard & SE 9th Avenue

City: Oak Harbor County: |sland

B) Site Access (describe site access, restrictions, etc.)
Public parking is available for the park on SE 9™ Ave by way of SE Midway Blvd. The
park is open to the public during daylight hours.

(3] Property owner(s), Address and Zip

Name: City of Oak Harbor
Address: 865 SE Barrington Dr.
City: Oak Harbor State: WA Zip: 98277

D) Legal boundary description and boundary justification

Tax No./Parcel: Parcels: S7585-00-00028-0 and S7585-00-00019-0
Boundary Justification:  The nominated boundary includes the original eight lots
which were donated to the city by the Smith family in 1916.

FORM PREPARED BY

Name: Kyle Renninger c/o Oak Harbor Garry Oak Society

Address: PO Box 1564

City / State / Zip: Oak Harbor, WA 98277 Phone: 360-929-7874

Email: kyle@ohgarryoaksociety.org Nomination 8/22/2023
Date:
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Category of Property (Choose One)

building [] structure (irrigation system, bridge, etc.) [] district
object (statue, grave marker, vessel, etc.) [] cemetery/burial site
historic site (site of an important event) [] archaeological site

traditional cultural property (spiritual or creation site, etc.)
cultural landscape (habitation, agricultural, industrial, recreational, etc.)

Area of Significance i Check as many as apply

The property belongs to the early settlement, commercial development, or original
native occupation of a community or region.

The property is directly connected to a movement, organization, institution, religion, or
club which served as a focal point for a community or group.

The property is directly connected to specific activities or events which had a lasting
impact on the community or region.

The property is associated with legends, spiritual or religious practices, orlife ways
which are uniquely related to a piece of land or to a natural feature.

The property displays strong patterns of land use or alterations of the environment
which occurred during the historic period (cultivation, landscaping, industry, mining,
irrigation, recreation).

The property is directly associated with an individual who made an important
contribution to a community or to a group of people.

The property has strong artistic, architectural or engineering qualities, or
displays unusual materials or craftwork belonging to a historic era.

The property was designed or built by an influential architect, or reflects the work of an
important artisan.

Archaeological investigation of the property has or will increase our understanding of
past cultures or life ways.
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G) Property Description

Smith Park is the oldest public park in Oak Harbor on Whidbey Island and remains true
to its original condition from the 1860&. The 1.3 acre, gently sloping park has beautiful
views of Oak Harbor,  Ma y lointrabdsCaseade and Olympic mountains ranges. It is
set in the center of the first plat of the Town of Oak Harbor in 1889, in an area now
known as fOld TownoOak Harbor.

The most noteworthy and oldest component of the park is a sheltering grove of
approximately 154 mature Garry oak, Quercus garryana, trees, many of them likely
hundreds of years old based upon their trunk diameters with most in good condition
based upon arborist data. The Garry oaks are what give the park its striking, unique
essence and strong connection to those who came before. The Garry oaks have a
naturalistic distribution throughout the park that is a small, but high-quality
representation of what the groves of Garry oaks once looked like in the area prior to
mass harvesting and development by settlers starting in the 1850s.

The understory consists mostly of recreational grass areas interspersed with native
shrubs and native wildflower plantings which is consistent with what the park has
featured since inception. It is the only city park in Washington State comprised entirely
of mature Garry oak trees. As a result of early townspeople walking from their homes
across the park to the downtown business core, a diagonal path across the park
transiting northeast to southwest was created which remains, albeit now paved. The
east side of the park is defined by a concrete curb and asphalt sidewalk while the west
side of the park has no curb or sidewalk.

In more recent times, a small, decentralized playground with swings, slide (located in
the northwest quadrant) and merry-go-round (in the middle) were added to the park. A
small modern octagonal gazebo is located in the northern section of the park; painted
white, the gazebo is reminiscent of the Victorian style with a composite shingle roof,
crown cap, square posts, and picket railing. A picket fence was erected along the north
and south sides of the park to prevent vehicles on bordering streets from driving onto
the park grass. While all these are non-contributing elements to the nomination, they
do support the historic ongoing use of the landscape for recreational purposes. Based
upon the research, there has been some form of built shelter in the park throughout its
existence from covered wooden platforms to even a log cabin clubhouse. Historically,
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some form of fencing had reportedly been erected to prevent vehicles from driving
through the park (at least one vehicle can be seen in a historic photo in the middle of
the park during an event in Figure 7).

At the northeast corner of the park are large rocks and a modern bench. Reportedly at
one time it was decided that the enormous glacial erratic rock should be moved. Using
dynamite, the rock was blasted into large chunks, but the idea of moving the heavy
rocks faded. The debris was left in place, and the scars from the dynamite remain on
some chunks of the rock.

The Garry oak trees are held in high esteem. In the summer of 1990, many giant old
oaks were felled in the city during the construction of condos and apartment buildings,
including a large grove razed on the adjoining block to the north of the park. Locals,
old-timers, and other concerned citizens stormed City Hall and demanded that legal
protection of the oaks from wonton destruction be enacted. As a result, Oak Harbor
Municipal Code 20.16 was created that provides unique critical area protections to
Garry oak trees in Oak Harbor.

Pruning and cutting of Garry oaks now requires issuance of a special permit by City
Hall, and any removal of Garry oak trees is strongly discouraged. Due to the
widespread coverage and large diameter of the 154 Garry oak trees in Smith Park, the
entire park enjoys strong critical area ecological protections which significantly limits
any incompatible changes to the Garry oaks and the park grounds.

Park maintenance is now the responsibility of the City of Oak Harbor Parks and
Recreation Department in collaboration with the Oak Harbor Garry Oak Society and
Oak Harbor Garden Club who have restored historically present native wildflowers and
shrubs, as well as planted young Garry oak tree seedlings grown from locally collected
acorns. Additionally, a park management plan is being formalized in collaboration
between the City of Oak Harbor and Oak Harbor Garry Oak Society to provide further
guidance in the stewardship and protection of the park, it& unique living assets, and
historical integrity.

Smith Park is the pride of the community. The original setting of its natural beauty
remains. Its native oak habitat is of high ecological value. On warm days residents and
visitors gravitate to the cool shade and natural beauty afforded in the oak grove much
as they have for over 150 years. The Park continues to be a popular venue for holiday
celebrations, weddings, family reunions, high school prom photo shoots, and other
gatherings. Smith Park is also a venue for musicians and others who enjoy its quiet
serenity and beauty. The main entrance to the park is located on SE Midway
Boulevard, the location of the Smith Park name sign and a multi-panel interpretive sign
describing the park’s history, significance, and continued conservation. Public parking
is available for the park on SE 9th Avenue by way of SE Midway Boulevard.
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H) Significance

Early Settlement & Commercial Development

Smith Park, the oldest park in Oak Harbor and city® first real estate asset, contains a
large, mature grove of Garry oak, Quercus garryana, trees. In 1851, Dr. Richard
Lansdale named the area Oak Harbor after the many Garry oak trees that prolifically
lined the harbor and uplands (Figure 4). The Garry oakisWa s hi ngt on ySt a
native oak and was a resource, both for food and materials, for indigenous peoples of
the area, including the Lower Skagit, pre-settlement (Figure 5). Before the platting of
the townsite, the area of the park has been used by the community since the 1860s. It
provided a venue for the historic community celebration of the 4th of July in 1894
(Figure 1). In 1916, the Smith family deeded the park property to the City of Oak
Harbor (Figure 12), which has officially managed the park for recreation and
environmental stewardship to this day.

As a community gathering place since the area settlement era, Smith Park functioned
as a village square. Historic debris has been encountered during monitoring of
digging/excavation in the site. The park, originally knowna s 7 Oa k ATdwa Pakk® ,
fCity Parkoor simply fthe parkowas part of the Taftezon Donation Land Claim filed in
1851. It quickly became a place for the growing pioneer community to congregate.

A conservation effort to protect the park from development was initiated in the late
1800s by early pioneer Christn a Barri ngton ned Mc Cr ohda n
settled in Oak Harbor in 1858, and she eventually married Oak Harbor6 s p r @ sea
captain, Edward Barrington (Figure 3). Captain Barrington shipped lumber and goods
along the west coast and used some of his wealth to purchase the Taftezon and
Sumner Donation Land Claims in Oak Harbor which contained hundreds of acres of
Garry oak woodlands including the area that is now Smith Park.

Many oaks were harvested during this period and even provided Captain Barrington
and his partner, Charles Phillips, with wood to build his schooner, christened the
Growler, in 1859. However, the grove of Garry oaks in what is now Smith Park was left
untouched as seen by an 1888 t-sheet map (Figure 10 and Figure 12).

To generate income after the death of Captain Barrington, Christina Barrington began
to sell parcels of her land. According to her descendants, Christina Barrington had the
first plat of the Town of Oak Harbor drawn up in 1889 with the intent to preserve the
oak grove and lots the public had come to know and treasure as a public park. The
location of the park became the center of the plat for which the other lots were
organized around, supporting its use as the defacto town square, however it was not
designated as park.
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Christina Barrington eventually sold most of the platted lots, including the site of the
park, to local businessman Lewis H. Smith. In 1908 Smith began to market his lots in
Oak Harbor for sale as seen in the Seattle Daily Times ad in the For Sale Real Estate
section feature (Figure 13). In 1911, Lewis Smith also platted lands directly to the west
of the original Town of Oak Harbor plat using the name fSmith& Additionoand
marketed those for sale as well (Figure 14). Under terms of an agreement negotiated
between Smith and the townspeople, once a certain number of lots in the plat had
been sold, he would donate eight lots to the newly incorporated town for a park.
Despite an official transfer, as early as 1914, Smith Park appears in the Oak Harbor
News as a fPublic Parko(Figure 21).

Finally, a year after the Town of Oak Harbor was incorporated, enough lots had been
sold and Smith and his wife Pearl deeded the park land to the town in 1916 (Figure
12). The transaction was acknowledged in Maricopa County, Arizona, where Lewis had
taken his ailing first wife, Ellen, to recuperate in a warmer, drier climate. The park deed
states, i | n ce@tios af the community to improve, beautify, and maintain as a free
public park, to be called Smi t h Regardless) locals still informally continued to call
the park Oak Parkg Airown Parkq fCity Parkqg or simply just fthe Parkofor numerous
years.

Based upon the report of George A. Liebes, Washington State Examiner for the
Bureau of Inspection and Supervision of Public Offices as printed in the Oak Harbor
News, Smith Park was the town first real estate asset and was valued at $1,000 in
November 1916 with the town& finances noted to be in good condition.

To keep the park up, townspeople were noted to have gathered at the park and
cleaned out the undergrowth, cut down brush, and made the park look ship-shape
(Figure 16). The Commercial Club, which was established shortly after the founding of
Oak Harbor, was initially tasked withregular par k ficl eanup days
scythes, shovels, and rakes gathered to maintain Smith Park.

Starting in 1923, the Park was cared for by the ladies of the ADak Harbor Women&
Improvementq today known as the fOak Harbor Garden Cluba A community kitchen
that had been built previously in the park was converted into a clubhouse. Reportedly
they added windows and doors to the building using funds they had raised from a wide
array of efforts and projects. Soon the clubhouse was even furnished with a piano and
dishes.

The Garden Club notes that the club, City Council, Drum and Bugle Corp, Firemen,
Seven Day Adventists Church, Bridge Clubs, teacher& organizations, and parties all
used the clubhouse in the park. While the clubhouse was later sold and relocated, the
Oak Harbor Garden Club continued to care for, and advocate for the preservation of
the park for many decades.

The park was also used as a marketing tool for the area. The Oak Harbor Commercial
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Club, whose purpose was to promote the Oak Harbor area for tourism and business
development in the early 1900&, called the area fPuget Sound& Paradisea Among the
town® listed amenities on its letterhead, Smith Park was included as a fiLovely Park (all
sturdy oak trees 1 only spot on Puget Sound where they grow)a

Original Indigenous Occupation & Historic Landscape Significance

The Garry oak trees in Smith Park are a remnant of a much larger oak ecosystem that
once covered hundreds of acres of landscape on Whidbey Island. Enchantingly

beautiful and high in biological diversity, some of the oaks surveyed in the Park are
estimated by professional arborists to be hundreds of years old.

Captain George Vancouver and Archibald Menzies in their journals both specifically
note both the size of oaks and their abundance on Whidbey Island, as well as the
verdant meadows beneath them.

1 or 2 June, 1792 - Captain George Vancouver, A Voyage of Discovery to the
North Pacific Ocean and Round the World.

fé The surrounding country, for several miles in most points of view, presented a
delightful prospect, consisting chiefly of spacious meadows elegantly adorned with
clumps of trees; amongst which the oak bore a very considerable proportion, in size
from four to six feet in circumference. In these beautiful pastures, bordering on an
expansive sheet of water, the deer were seen playing about in great numbers. Nature
had here provided the well-stocked park, and wanted only the assistance of art to
constitute that desirable assemblage of surface, which is so much sought in other
countries, and only to be acquired by an immoderate expense in manual labor. The soail
principally consisted of a rich, black vegetable mould, lying on a sandy or clayey
substratum; the grass, of an excellent quality, grew to a height of three feet, and the
ferns, which, in the sandy soils, occupied the clear spots, were nearly twice as high. The
country in the vicinity of this branch of the sea is, according to Mr. Whidbey®&
representation, the finest we had yet met with, notwithstanding the very pleasing
appearance of many others; its natural productions were luxuriant in the highest degree,
and it was, by no means, ill supplied with streams of fresh water. The number of its
inhabitants he estimated at about six hundred, which | should suppose would exceed
the total of all the natives we had before seen; the other parts of the sound did not
appear, by any means, so populousé 0

For thousands of years indigenous peoples have lived on the islands and uplands of
this region (Figure 5). Today® Whidbey Island was known then as Tschakolechy. Oak
Harbor was the location of a tribal village named Klatoletsche that was home to a
population of the Lower Skagit tribe known as Skadabg Though bitter in taste, acorns
were a reliable source of protein. The tribes managed the Garry oak savannahs and
meadows on Whidbey through the practice of controlled burns using frequent, low-
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intensity fires based on evidence that dates this practice ongoing for at least 2,300

years. This allowed for cultivation of the blue camas bulb, bracken fern, tiger lily, and
other important sources of carbohydrates for the native people, while producing both
clusters of Garry oaks, as well as very large diameter Garry oaks with high canopies.

As the tribes were displaced off their lands starting in the 1850& with the passage of
the Oregon Donation land Act and various treaties, traditional controlled burn regimes
ceased. The Garry oaks were harvested with zeal to the point where they were all but
completely extirpated in some areas of Whidbey Island, such as Penn Cove directly to
the south. The U.S. Forest Service now estimates that 99% of all Garry oak
ecosystems have been lost within their traditional growing range and the Oak Harbor
area is no exception.

Cleared land such as those in open Garry oak meadows, in an area otherwise densely
treed by conifers, was considered premium by settlers. The topsoil beneath the Garry
oaks from one to three feet thick, which had been cultivated by Native Americans, was
rich and productive, and therefore highly valuable to settlers looking to grow crops.
Wildflowers previously harvested as crops to supply entire tribal villages, such as
camas, were in some areas noted to have been completely wiped out by settler®
livestock. Historic area reference photos of Oak Harbor seen in Figures 8 and 9 show
the nearby Oak Harbor area as it once looked.

Wildflowers flourished in the park prior to the advent of turf lawn mowing. Historical
accountstellofas pri ngti me fAsea of bl ued cr,asatlle
as violets and lilies. Other native wildflowers species provided colorful pink, cream and
yellow blooms. In the fall, edible acorns covered the park floor. In the winter, the bare
branches of the trees give the park a unique, haunted look. Every season brings
something different to look at, including the visibility of the water and mountain views
through the tree canopy.

Recreation & Event Significance

Over the years, locals, both young and old, enjoyed many picnics, celebrations, and
events in the park. It became an established meeting place for the community to
congregate. The park also served as a venue for the City 4th of July celebrations, band
concerts, important speeches, harvest festivals, flower shows, market days, and even
livestock shows (Figure 7).

Noteworthy is the 1894 July 4th gathering was an important social event that drew
together the pioneers and remaining Skagit Tribal members for a clambake and picnic
in the open spaces under the oak tree canopy. Several hundred people, many from
communities south and east of Oak Harbor, gathered to celebrate. The clambake was
presided over by Billy Barlow (Figure 2), son of a Skagit Tribal chief, who gave the
address in Chinook. The event included traditional games such as tug-of-war. An
orchestra played on a platform erected in the park, as shown in the MaylorBr ot h e
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postcard photo in Figure 1.

Another notable holiday celebration was held at the park on the 4th of July 1915, with
horse races and a finish line flanked by a cheering crowd.

During the 4™ of July in 1916 programs hosted at the park (Figure 17), for which two
thousand attendees from the local area participated, included an invocation by Rev. B.
Waddington, songs sung by school children, an address of welcome by thet o w firét s
mayor Jerome Ely, a flag drill, and hour-long luncheon for those who packed their own
lunches. This contrasts to sporting events which were listed to have taken place at
fEly& Ball Parkg a separate location, for pole vaulting, high jumps, baseball, and more.
In other years, 4™ of July parades and street pageants ended at Smith Park to segue
into the programming like what was previously described.

On October 18, 1919, the park also hosted a harvest festival that was to be fone of the
biggest days Oak Harbor has ever withessedoat fa fine picnic ground at the parka The
invitation went on to request donations to be auctioned off fanything from a chicken to

a farmoto thelp a poor little city outa

A heavy rope swing hung from an oak limb, and children climbed the big rock in the
park that was t he iemergéti¢ youngsters built § tneéhousetnestiesl w
within a cluster of oaks. Small places for cook fires were created. Tables and benches
were built (Figure 6). The local school children were known to have picnics in the park
to celebrate the final days of school before summer break (Figure 20) and used the
park for Easter egg hunts (Figure 19).
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) Documentation
Xerox and attach any information or evidence that supports the property's significance.
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Smith Park - Historic Photos Maps, and Newspaper Clippings

PUBLISHED BY MAYLOR BROS , OAK HARBOR, WASH.

10440

FOURTH OF JULY PICNIC,
OAK HARBOR, WASH.
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Figure 11 Fourth of July Picnic Oak Harbor, Wash. Color-tinted photo postcard of the
July 4™, 1894 celebration in Smith Park. Produced by noted Oak Harbor pioneers and
merchants the Maylor Brothers. (Island County Historical Society, Library and
Archives, 2015.26.2)
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(Left) Figure 21 Portrait of Billy Barlow (William Squiqui) (Island County Historical
Society, Library and Archives, 2016.055.052) (Right) Figure 31 Portrait of Edward
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Barrington and Christine McCrohan Barrington on Their Wedding Day (Island County
Historial Society, Library and Archives, 2013.199.007b)

MT.BAKER. fROM DAK HARBOR. WRIDRY ISLAND. WN.

Figure 41 Mt Baker From Oak Harbor, Whidbey Island, WN,1 9 2 0 6 s keiOakw
Harbor waterfront and old town. Smith Park has been approximately circled in white.
Note the density of the Garry oak forest in the Smith Park area which remains today,
and the many other Garry oak trees in the foreground. (Island County Historical
Society, Library and Archives, 2014.11.54)
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Figure 51 Skagit Potlatch House & Canoes, Whidbey Island, Washington, ca.1902
This area is the ancestorial homeland of the Lower Skagit who have lived on, and
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cared for, the land since time
immemorial. (University of
Washington Libraries,
Special Collections, NA833)

Figure 61 (As written on the
photo& reverse) At Smith Park,
Oak Harbor, Henry
Weidenbach Guernsey Cattle
Late 1930's Functioning as the
town square, even livestock
shows took place in the park
beneath the Garry oaks. (Oak
Harbor Garry Oak Society,
Gift of Avis Rector)
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Figure 71 Oak Park Free Camp Ground, Oak Harbor Whidbey Island WN Community
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gat her i ng i n childbealdecaeawhdt @we knolw today as Smith Park. Note
the bandstand in the background, platform stage, cooktop, and the children at play 1 all
beneath the Garry oaks that still remain. (Island County Historical Society, Library
and Archives, 2014.11.08a)

Figure 81 Garry Oaks, Oak Harbor and Docks. This historic area reference photo
taken several blocks east of the park property shows what the view was like of Oak
Harbor through the many large oak trees facing west. Note the thick, contorted
branches of the ancient Garry oaks. Many of the oldest are now lost to harvesting,
development and age. (Island County Historical Society, Library and Archives,
2014.11.47)

Figure 97 Native Oak Trees i Oak Harbor i Wash. By Ellis 3455. This historic area
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